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ay’s Member of the Month is me, Candace Mae! I'm a natural red-head, full of fun and

adventure. Family and friends call me Candie; co-workers mostly refer to me as Can-

dace. Ilearned to ride a motorcycle in July 2005 so I could ride with a co-worker. I pur-

chased the Ride Like A Pro DVD, studied it, borrowed a friend’s motorcycle and prac-
ticed what I learned on the DVD in the back parking lot of Harvest Christian School and then took
the Honda Safety Course in Colton, CA.

In July 2006 Candie learned to ride at the Honda Rider
Training Center in Colton CA where Honda helps riders
develop safe and smart riding skills through their Motorcy-
cle Safety Foundation's Basic Rider Course and their Ex-
perienced Rider Course. Upon successful completion of the
Basic Rider Course students receive a DMV DL389 certifi-
cate that may waive the riding skills test requirement at
the DMV.

It wasn’t long after riding to work regularly that I found I

wanted to ride more often and on longer rides. A neighbor told -

me about the national women’s riders club, Women-In-The-Wind, so I searched the Internet and
found our “local” chapter. For a long time I thought our club was called LOCAL because it is a local

chapter of a national organization. I was pleased when I discovered LOCAL was an acronym for La-

dies Of Chrome And Leather! Iimmediately joined in October 2006 so I'd have some riding
buddies and could learn-the-ropes from other women. I'm so glad I joined LOCAL: I've made some
wonderful friends and the ride routes are awesome! I appreciate all the effort our leaders put into the
planning to make our rides safe with an enjoyable restaurant providing food and fellowship at the
end. While I cherish my riding time, it’s often limited due to family obligations. I'm a mother of three
wonderful children (2 daughters and 1 son), though my oldest daughter is now an adult and has
blessed me with two beautiful grandchildren (1 boy; 1 girl)! I've always enjoyed motherhood though
being a grandmother is super too: all the benefits, and a lot less work! By the way: Happy Mother’s
Day!!

As most of you already know, my former co-worker, Mark Gruber, is now

my beau! He proposed to me during lunch at our March 21, 2009, LO-

CAL ride to Borrego Springs. What a delightful surprise! Our first offi-

cial date was February 2007, so it was an awesome moment when he

asked, “Will you be my best friend, lover, confidant, partner and wife?”

Thank you for allowing Mark and my family to make a surprise visit on our closed ride

for such a beautiful event. It’s truly wonderful friends who can support such a blessed secret so

it could truly be a surprise! Here’s a photograph taken during lunch that shows all the effort Mark

put into our engagement. Notice the beautiful roses (2 % dozen!), the gourmet cake with a small die

cast model of my red and white Valkyrie. He even brought photographs of family who couldn’t be

there and special mementos to capture “us” in the environment. I'm blessed to have such a wonderful
man!
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Mark and I own three bikes between us: Rose, Val and Lilly. Our 2003 Honda Shadow Spirit (we call
her Rose) was a first bike for both Mark and me. Mark rode a motorcycle in his twenties, but then
stopped and didn’t pick it up again until March 2006. That’s when he bought Rose. I purchased Rose
from Mark in July 2006 when he upgraded to a 1998 Honda Valkyrie. Since I bought Rose, I had to
get my M1 license! Rose is a sweet ride, but by June 2007 I wanted something with a little more
power. Mark scouted around and found a red and white 1997 Valkyrie in Redding CA so off we went
to purchase her. Irode her home through the mountains and Yosemite National Park: an awesome
ride! It was rounding one of those mountain cliffs on that massive bike that I said, “Whoa Lilly...”
and thus the name stuck. My Valkyrie is Lilly and Mark’s bike is Val.

Last summer (July-August 2008) Mark and I took a 16-day vacation and rode 3,300 miles from River-
side CA through Las Vegas, Flaming Gorge in Manila Utah, Mt. Rushmore and Sturgis, South Da-
kota and on to Yellowstone National Park (Wyoming/Idaho/Montana) and then back home through
Las Vegas. While I ended up riding chase in my 2005 Toyota Tacoma truck (recovering from a hip
injury at the time), Mark enjoyed riding Val the entire route. I enjoyed the trip just the same and
was able to ride 2-up on occasion. Since my hip is now recovered, I'm looking forward to a long ride!

Our Valkyries: 1998 Blue and Cream Valkyrie pulling the
trailer is Mark’s. We rode 2-up to pick-up Lilly, my 1997 Red
and White Valkyrie, from Redding CA. Lilly is photographed
here in Yosemite National Park.




